The Perchfisher
PERCH MAYHEM ON A FRIDAY EVENING!
by Marcel Reith
Friday 21st July 2017 – What a memorable evening
of perch fishing it was!
It all started around 17.00 hours. My fishing buddy
Ben and I decided to go for a short evening session for
pike and perch with lures. Ben would start with pike
fishing. I only took my perch stuff with me. He picked
me up from my home in Zoetermeer and within 45
minutes we were in my boat with lures in the water.
Our intention was to first fish a canal (called “Vliet”
or officially the “Rijn-Schie” canal) and troll for pike,
zander and perch. He would target pike and I perch.
After this we would fish a lake on our way back home.
It would be dawn by then and we figured that we had a
chance of some surface activity.
The weather was pretty good! Sunny, but with some
scattered clouds, no rain, a nice little chop on the surface
and about 21’C (I sound like a weatherman now).
However, before reaching the canal, parts of which
date back to Roman times, we have to cross a lake called

The “Vliet” or “Rijn-Schie” canal.
“Vlietland”. It is a manmade lake and was dug between
1968 and 2001 for sand winning for road building, etc.
It goes as deep as 40 meters (some 131 feet)! It is about
1.3 km².
It is now a recreational area and can get busy,
especially in the summer weekends, depending on
the weather. However, in autumn/wintertime it is
pretty quiet! Next to it is a bird sanctuary with quite
a lot of species. I regularly see buzzard, goshawk
and sometimes the local peregrine falcons hunt there.
And, of course, various species of duck and other
water-loving creatures. If you are a bird lover, bring your
binoculars!
Check out the old ’interweb’ for more information on
the canal and the lake. I have listed some useful websites
at the end of this article!
If you are interested in spending some time there,
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The Zoetermeer area at night.
please contact me! It is very centrally located near The
Hague and other places of interest like Scheveningen
(beach), Delft, Rotterdam, Leiden and Amsterdam. I
can also advise you on accommodation, ranging from
camping (actually in the little harbour “De Merenburger”
where my boat is. You can rent boats there as well,
although they are not specifically fishing boats), B&B on
a local working farm to hotels.
It is a great location to combine fishing a lake, canal
and meadow (or “polder” as we call it) streams for pike,
perch and zander and do some sightseeing.
So that’s the Holland promo! Please be quick, whilst
you can still get into Holland without a visa!
Back to the story!
While making our way across the lake to the canal, we
decided to do a small detour on the lake. Just trolling
along some drop-offs.
It was not very long before I caught my first
little perch in a small bay. This bay ranges from

Vlietland lake.
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Quiet little bay area on the “Vlietland” lake.
1 to 3 meters and has a lot of plants in it. There was
almost no wind, so we could cast out over the whole
area at our leasure. We had many followers and caught
a number of perch. Most were in the 3-6 inch range.
No biggies. But a lot of fun! At one point we cast out
our lures close to each other and retrieved them at
about the same speed, trying to cause a feeding frenzy.
It actually worked a little bit, as I caught a small perch on
the very first retrieve! Unfortunately we did not create a
feeding frenzy, but I am sure it will work under the right
circumstances and when the perch are actively feeding!
Give it a go!
By the way, during the whole evening we
predominantly used the famous Hornet lure, size 4 and
5 cm, floating. After a while we decided to troll along the
lake shore a bit further. This delivered another couple of
perch. The next stop was a little bay-like area near a small
harbour and restaurant.
More perch were caught there as well. Then we made
our way to an island. We decided to fish the side on which
the wind was blowing. We could then drift from the deep
water towards the shallow water near the shore. This
turned out to be a good decision! We caught many perch

and lost just as many. The biggest perch was 29 cm (11.3
inches).
At one point I was backing up the boat, back to
deeper water to do another drift. I had my lure (5 cm
Hornet) dangling over the side of the boat, just in the
surface.
Suddenly I felt a pull on my rod and there was a
perch hanging onto the Hornet for dear life! I just caught
a glimpse of some other perch chasing the lure as well!
We then intentionally cast out our Hornets and
retrieved them as you would retrieve a popper. It worked!
Unfortunately I did not have any poppers in my arsenal!
Several perch were having a go and were caught. But
we missed many. I guess due to the erratic action we gave
our lures.
It was a lot of fun! We have read about this kind
of perch action in various media, but were never lucky
enough to witness it first hand!
There was only one “unfortunately”. We did not
catch any big perch!
We caught 34 perch between the two of us and saw/
lost probably as many.

There was no spot we fished where we did not catch any
perch! They were active across the lake it seemed!
No pictures were taken as we were too busy catching
perch and we did not catch any big ones! I guess they
were the ones that got away, as usual!
At around 22.00 hrs we decided to call it a day and
returned to the harbour. We never did make it to the
canal!
The first thing I did on Saturday was go to my local
tackle shop and buy me a couple of 5 cm poppers. Next
trip planned for next Friday evening!
Websites
They are mostly in Dutch, but still worthwhile to check
if you are interested. You can also check Google Earth.
Please let me know if you need some clarification in
English. My translation services are free of charge!
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rijn-Schiekanaal
http://www.recreatiegebiedvlietland.nl/
https://www.demerenburger.nl/
http://www.hotelboerderij.nl/en/

A typical Dutch meadow (or “polder”) stream.
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Tight lines!
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